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where Mr. GLaDsToN®’s vehemence will be - 


regarded. gs an indication of the impracti- 


ship will. prove &- source - Of _ poai- 
tive weakness at. the coming elections, 
and even the contrast between the address 
of Lord Harrareron and that of M. Guap- 
sTone but faintly indicates the wide diver- 
gences of opinion in regard to the foreign 
policy ofthe country which exist in the ranks 
of the Opposition; As that is the main 
issue before the electorate, the advantage 
on the side of tha supporters of the Minis- 
try is sufficiently. obvious. 
o__——_ 
POLITIOS IN CONGRESS. 
The attempt-of the Democrats to get a 
vote on the Political Asdessment bill failed 
yesterday. on account of the determined 
filibugtering of the Republicans, who re- 
fused to allow a vote until they had had all 
the time they wished in which to speak to 
the dill. We. have already -noted 
the fact that the discussion which 
has. already taken place on this bill 
has been, with slight exceptions on 
the part of its opponents, of a truly partisan 
nature. Mr, Hovsn, of Tennessee, on 
Tuesday, while nominally supporting the 
tnoasure, indnlged in a most violént.and in- 
descent harangue, such as he might have ad- 
dressed to his constituents in the remotest 
and most barbarous portion of. his district. 
He took occasion, without the slightest con- 
nection with the subjecf in hand, to cover 
the President with vile epithets and to make 
the most abusive. remarks concerning his 
action. The Republicans who followed Mr. 
House, on Wednesday, were more temper- 
ate, but they could not resist the tempta- 
tion to take up for their party the challenge 


thet had been thrown down. Yet. it does” 


not require any extraordinary shrewdness 
to perceive that they have fallen into a trap 
which their wily opponents have set for 
them. 

The Democratic plan appears to nat 
been to introduce a bill in which they pro- 
fessed to embody the \principles put forth 
by the President in his utterances and in his 
orders with reference to political assess- 
ments. On this bill they expested—and 
they have not been disappoihted—to excite 
the opposition of the Republicans, and thus 
to place the representatives of tho party 
in Congress in open contradiction to 
the Presideit whom .the party clected. 


Should they finally pass the bill, they know 


that it is of so loose and sweeping a nature, 
and embraced in its provisions classes over 
whom Congress has .s0 ‘plainly no’ jurisdic- 
tion whatever, that the President will be 
compelled to refuse his assent to iton the 
ground of its obvious unconstitutionality. 
We note with pleasure that Messrs. 
RICHARDSON and Crowley, of this State, 
had the segacity to expose this quslity of 
the dill, and we only regret that the 
other Republicans who spoke on the measura 
allowed themselves to oppose its professed 
purpose, whieh isa good one, while failing 
entirely to attack the means proposed for 
attaining the purpose, which are essentially 
bad. The Democrats cannot gain much by 
their scheme, No one will be blind’enough 
to see in their plan any evidences of a 
genuine desire to do away with polit- 
jeal assessments, and they have not, 
indeed, troubled themsclyes to make 
profession of any such desire. All they 
have antisipated, seemingly, and all that 
they really cared for, was: ‘to embarrass the 
Republicans, and this, to a ‘eertain extent, 


- they have done, 


ah Republicans ought to sustain heartily 


o | mediately work their rélease. According to | 


_| have had a right to: 


y | the ase and give them heavy 


influence on the fortunes of the Republican 
Party. * 


een tntnenemnn 
CONGRESS AND MILITARY LAV. 

It ig unfortunate for the discipline of the 
Army of the United States that the danger- 
ous doctrine should obtain that Congress 
has absolute control over the tenure, emolu- 
mente, and official well-being of the men 


who compose it. When it shall once be- 


come understood that the 


officers of -the Army end Navy.are merely. 


the creatures of the legislative power, 
made or unmade by the breath of “an or- 
ganization which is as changeable as the 
popular will, all discipline is gone. The domi- 
nant majority in Congress is liable to radical 
change once intwo years. The theory of the 
formation of the Army and Navy is that its 
officers are appointed for life, and. that 


‘their natural term of service may be short-. 


ened only by their own act. Conservative 
men have always deprecated legislation 
which might so seriously-affect. any part of 
the Army or Navy that interested officers of 
either branch of the service’ should find it 
necessary to haunt the lobbies of. the Capi- 
tol to influence the action.of Senators and 
Representatives on pending questions. 
During the late civil war, the Secretary 
of War was obliged to issue an order 
forbidding officers-to’ visit Washington with- 
out a leave, which sould only be granted 
upon-a consideration of the. reasons given 
in their application for permission. It was 
previous to the issuance of this order that 
Senator NusmirH, of Oregon, made his fa- 
mous joke about the number of Brigadiers 
in the city; ‘and it was not a good day, for 
Brigadiers either.” At that time promo- 
tions and the military legislation of Con- 
gress divided the attention of military nien 
with their duty in the-field, A Generalin 
difficulties usually appealed to. tho “Presi- 
dent first, and afterward to Congress. 
During the unprofitable and wearisome de- 
bate in the Senate on. the case of Mr, Frrz 


Jouw Porter, it has become obvious that 


the main reliance of those who support his 
claims is the proposition that Congress has al= 
solute and unlimited power over every official 
interest of the men who compose the Army. 
This pernicious doctrine is advaneed in order 
to prove that a court-martial, although con- 
vened and conducted under the laws of Con- 
gress, is impotent until its doings have been 
approved by Congress, and that its findings 
are liable to review and reversal, This is 
precisely what has been stated by Senator 


,MoDonaLp as being his view of the case. 


And even 80 conservative a man as Senator 
BAYARD has taken a somewhat similar po- 
sition. This is an indication of an attempt 
to centralize all power in Congress which 
must alarm every true friend of the Repub- 
lic. Grant that the power to make laws and 
provide the machinery for their execution 
necessarily implies the right to“ stay those 
laws and remit the penalties provided 
for their infraction, and wé have concen- 
tred in ome branch of the Government ‘a 
powerjwhich is esséntially autocratic, The 
Constitution authorizes Congress “ to make 
rules for the government and regulation 
of the land ‘and maval forces.” It is as- 
sumed by those who seek to undo by, act 
of Congress what has been done by a court- 
martial that the power to make these rules 
carries with it the right to suspend the ope- 
ration of the same, Senator MoDonaxp, 
for example, is quoted as saying: ‘‘Con- 
gress-canziot directly exercise the pardon- 
ing power, but ean put an end to a eontinu- 
ing pénalty by obliterating the law under 
which it has: been inflicted.” That is to 
say, the effect of the repeal’ of 9 law 

is retroactive. When: it is blotted from 
the atetute-book there must be a general 


jail-deliyery of all criminals who have been. 


convicted under it. At this moment there 
are meti Isnguishing in various penitentia- 
, undergoing 


panlenes ton, seraneeta 


to the  ressoning © 


nt opal eg to the 


punishment of counterfeiting would im- 


oy cro ehaa mous cents 





pay, and other satisfaction? Let joes 
Iecheed tat Oars non is Vgh 


Lot it 
pert ong re- 
view in court-martial cases and the end of 
military discipline has ¢ome. ay 
‘will turn his face toward Washington, But 


in time of war there will be no. more: Por- 


paler ng Sn egy Megara 


: to appeal to Congress. - 
STATE OWNERSHIP OF GERMAN RAIL - 


ROADS. 


BumaRoxis evidently bent pare 
out his long-cherished purpose of* forcing 


the owners of' private railways in Germany | 


to sell ont to the State. The cable an- 
nounces that he has submitted to the Fed- 
eral Council a railway law, and bille for the. 
creation of a Railway Council and ‘a: Rail- 


way Court. We have no information gs to’ 


the character of these measures, but there 
is no reason to doubt that they are identi- 
cal in purpose with the ‘scheme. for 
& railway lnw presented to the Coun- 
cil last Summer, which was referred 
to @ ‘commission, ~ with > instrnations 
toinquire into ita constitutionality. -The 
Chancellor evidently considered suvh a ref- 
erence a, piece of Parliamentary imperti- 


‘nence, for he immediately withdrew the 


bill... There are.several reasons why. the ac- 
quisition of all the remaining private rail- 
way lines by the Imperial Government. is, 
in his opinion, highly desirable, Primarily, 
the profit of operating these franchises is 


an important argument im fayor of the 


scheme and one of great weight with Bis- 


‘MAROK, who chafes under the restraints im- 


posed by annoying auinual deficits and a reve- 
nue always too small for his lofty ambitions. 
There are about 33,000 kilométres of rail- 
way now, open in Germany, of which about 
one-half are already owned and operated by 
the State; about 4,000 kilométres moré of 
roads privately owned are under State ad- 
ministration. The remaining lines.:are 
owned and managed by private corpora- 


tions. The profits of State ownership are 


well illustrated by the case of Prussia, 
where there are 4,939 kilomatres of road: 
owned by the State, 3,049 kilométros 
under State management, but owned by 
corporations, and 9,481 kilométres owned 
and operated by. private corporations, In” 
the Pruasian budget for the year: ending 
Mareh, 1880, State railways are put down 
to yield @ revenue of nearly $43,000,000, 
and private railways about $1,000,000. 
The advantages of State ownership, from 
a military point’ of view, are. considerable, 
and would not be likely to escape the atten- 


‘tion of Bismarox. He would not only make 


all the railroads in the State bear « share of 
the burden of taxation imposed by the’ 
keeping of a “vaat standing Army, ‘but 
he ‘seeks: to have every line nnder 
his sbsolute. control. for purposes 
of. mobilization. . A German  mili- 
tary journal pointed out two. years 
ago that all but about 600 kilomatres of the 
railway system of {Germany are of strategi- 
eal, as well as of; ‘eormiercial, importance. 
There are 11 outlets on the western. fron- 
tier, and 16 railway bridges crossing the 
Rhine. But this system is now under about 
90 different administrations, with each of 
which the Government would have to ne- 
gotiate for the transportation of ‘troops. It 
can readily be seen that State control would 
greatly facilitate mobilization. 

There is a third reason for a. revision of 
the relations of the railroad and the public 
which has been somewhat prominently put 
forward by the Chancellor. This was set 


forth in his letter to the Federal Council in 


December, 1878, indicating the baais and 
scope of the ‘‘ tariff reform” he ‘then: first 
proposed, and which has singe been ¢garried 
out in the adoption of a policy ‘of protec: - 
tion. « ‘* Other facts,” said he, in Speaking 
of the varying prices of merchandise, 
“ guch as inequalities and discriminations 
in railroad freight. tariffs, exercise a very 
éonsiderable influence by serving as a pre- 
moium on importation, which is accorded to. 
the foreign producer,‘ to. the detriment 
of Gérman production. I am convinced, 
therefore, that at the same time we revise. 
our Customs laws we should’ revise the 
tariffs of the railroads. We catinot indefi-' 
nitely accord to the various administrations 
of the State and private railroads the right 


their | atthe same time mentioning as 


Ce ae een | 


‘unanimity, bave replied that, until further 
orders from Mr. Jay Gowup, they rather 
think they prefer Buamrm. The World has 
investigated the political preferences of the 
students of half» dozen colleges, and has 
found that, as between BAyarp and Tian, 


nearly all the students prefer that Bayanp } 


should secure the Democratic nomination, 


on the: ground that Mr, TreDEN hag never : 
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shown s Piped Ceemeseanenes: fedneent, “mone 


‘base-ball; while .Mr, Bavarp is young 
enough either to play ball or to row in an 
regatta, Of course; it is 


nt 


i 
‘| 


intercollegiate 
® painful thing that the political views of | 


young and old men shonld be thus prema- 
turely dragged out of them months before 


the Presidential campaign opena, but it is |: 


now too late to protest against it, and Tar 


Trims, recognizing the fact, has sent its | 


representatives to our leading female sem- 


inaries and district schools to make a 
thorough canvass of the fair and juvenile 
‘soholars. 

The resulta of the inveasigntion thus far 
made are most surprising. .In Vassar Col- 
lege, two ‘hundred and sixty young: ladies 
‘voted for the next President by ballot, in the 
presence of the Times representative. Of 
these, one hundred and thirty ballots were 
inscribed with-the name of Mr. WaiTsuaw 
Rew, and one hundred and thirty with that 
of Oo). Nienotas Suita, The Tene ladies 
wore then called upon to give. the reasons 
for their respective preferences. “The sup- 
porters of Col: NiconoLas Sire asserted 
that he was the handsomest man in ‘the 
United States, and. produced one hundred 
and thirty distinct photographs in proof 
thereof, while the friends of Mr. WarrsLaw 
Ruin urged that he ought to be made Presi- 
dent because the Tribune has such perfectly 
beautiful pieces about {* Tom” and ‘ Sam,” 
and makes such a perfectly lovely bustle. 
This latter assértion will astonish most men, 
since it is a decided novelty to find the 
Tribune credited with making much noise in 
the. world. Still, a Vassar student has. a 
tight to her own opinion, and the way in 
which the one hundred and thirty voters for 
Mr. Wairtnaw Reto speak of the Tribune 
Will naturally be very gratefully appreciated 
in the Tall Tower. 

In the Packer Female Seminary, thirty- 
eight young ladies yoted at the request of 
Tum. Times representative. Of these, twelve 
voted for Mr. Tinton, basing their prefer- 
ence on his hair; ten voted for Gen. Paitip 
SmERIDAN, because his name is such an 
awfully pretty one ; nine voted for Buffalo 
Bill, also for reasons of hair, and seven 
voted for our French: teachir. “i 

No. less than eleven female seminaries 
werethus carefully polled, but the vote of 
the Vassar‘and Packer students gives a fair 
example of the vote of all. It is a curious 
fact that though Col. Nioonas Sarre did 
net receive a single vote in the istter in- 
stitution, he polled no less than four hun- 
dred and sixteen, out of six hundred and 
thirty-four votes—being the total vote of 
the eleven femiale seminaries. There were 
but two votes each ‘for Mr. Bais and Mr. 
ConzLing, while Gen. GRanT received none, 
and the one yote given for ‘ Chevalier 
Bayarp” was thrown out as defective— 
there being no such man now living. Mr. 
‘Wuirzitaw Reip comes next to Col; Nion- 
oLas Surra in popularity, but he only ob- 
tained one hundred and seventy votes in 
all. showing that outside of Vassar College 
the Tribune does not enter largely into the 
dresses of the young ladies of our country. 

Twenty-four common schools were inves- 
tigated by the indefatigable representatives 
of Tas Timms, at a vory large expense in 
connection with candy. At first no candy 
was used, and it was found that the boys 
would persist in voting for Groner WasH- 
maton, Thomas Collins, and other candi- 
dates who cannot possibly secure a nomina- 
tion from either party. The-argument of 
eandy was thus used, and with. the most 
rTémarkable resulta: Of eleven hundred and 
‘twelve boys under the age of thirty, no less 
than eléveh hundred and eleven voted for 
Gen. Grant the moment they heard that 
‘Tas Trees representative was a Grant 


‘man, and that he intended: to give half_a | 


& subject of copyright. This is an “itivention 
for which protection, if. any there be, should 
be. seught under the Patent laws. The court drew s 
distinction between a book as a composition and the 
art, process, or seeret deseribed in it. ‘‘A treatise 
on the composition and uve of medicines,” says the 
“be they old or new, on the eonatruetion 

use of plows, or watches, or churns, or on the 
mixture and application ef colors for painting or 
dyeing, or on the moda of drawing lines to produce 
the effect of perspective, would be the subject of 
eopyright; but no one would eontend that the copy- 


map of New-York Olty constructed on an original 
and peculiar plan. Substantially the same plan was 
used without authority ina map of Philadelphia, 
The United States Supreme Court, without denying 
that the unauthorized publication of the map of 
New-York would be piratical, beld that the copy- 
right ald not protect the mere~plan, and henes did 
not prevent the defendant from making «map of 
another city on the same plan. 
ORES SOR pec sae De Seen 

Guorax Atsrur, who died a few days ago in 
Pittsburg, Peun., in his seventy-eighth® year, was a 
peculiar character as well as a local celebrity. 
Although he had been a merchant and had made an 
aniple fortune, he had many erotchets and various 
private pursuits which he was fond ef discussing. 
He took a deep interest. in meteorology, having kept 
a record of the weather for near half 4 century. He 
was often called the weather clerk, and he believed 
that no American living was so intimately acquainted 
as he with the subject, on whieh he was always volu- 
ble.. The Signal Serviee Bureau report never 
pleasea him. He always declared that the men who 
made it did not understand their business, and that 
they were continually blandering in their predictions, 
He had long been a weather prophet, and a number 
of lucky guesses had so filled him with self-conf- 
denee and egotigm that he was impatient of any op> 
position. One of his favorite speeches was, ‘‘ What 
don't know about weather isn’t worth knowing.” 
Born in the ancient: town of Salem, Mass, he ran 
away tosea when he was only 10, andservedon board 
& privateersman during the war of 1812. fie took 
part in a number of minor engagements; witnessed 
the fight between the Bower and Enterprise off the 
éoast of Maine, and, having been: wounded, drew 4 
pension from the private Navy fund. He was, it is 
said, the last privateer pensioner, having survived all 
hisféellows. Theology wa one of. his specialties, 
and he had written and published at his own ex- 
pense several works thereon, He did-not belong to 
any seet, having so many opinions and beliefs of his 
own that wags used to speak of his religion as the 
Gospel aceording to St. George (ALBREZ.) Nearly 
everybody know him ii Pittsbarg aad liked him, for 
his eecentricity did not prevent him from being in- 
teresting. : 

The New Charity, as the society for organiz- 


ing charity is called, seams to be prospering in Phila- 


delphia beyond all anticipations. Its fandamerital 
idéa is to help the needy to self-help, to put intelli. 
gent, practieal sympathy at the service of the poor, 
instead of debauching them with alms, The béneyo- 
lent Philadelphians interested in this movement not 
only detect imposture and relieve temporary dis- 
tress; they get into such compassionate relations 
with debased lives as to be enabled, in many cases, 
to regenerate them, The district visitors who are 
most efficiehtin the work includé.more than 1,000 
of the best women in the elty: The intention is thas 
each visitor shall have three or four families under 
her charge, and be to them, nos. merely an almoner, 


pound of candy to each ‘voter, The éleven a 


toothache, and refused to take. 50" candy, 


his qandi~ } 


|| hundsed aud ‘twelfth boy had s violent | = 


date some unknown and ndeins woman}: 


whose first name was “ Helen,” ‘but’ whose 


of. | surname wae not ¢aught.. ise enthusteant ||: 
7 ‘with which the small-boys of our eountry. x 
| are thus rallying to the support of Gen. | 


vil | Guawe is 


Peprapieado nme opera 


really amazing, prredeghowy i: tara 


The Republicans of Harlan Comte 
structed for Grant for President, and Gen. 
‘Harrison for Vieo-President. ; 
Raltorlal reminiscence from the Boston 
cript : Superitenest ot ey tbe Donon a 
ors punish too much. They always did”. «= » 


The Indianapolis Sentinel is laboring - i hg hes 


along the Hendricks boom, and expresses the 

that, if nominated, he would earry this State. 
The Portiand Press says that the results’ 

the town elections in Maine indieate that the 

will be Republican next September by from 10, 

to 20,000 majority. 


The late John E. For, of Philadelphia, be 
-qneathed $1,000 each to the Penusylvania Wo . 


Home for Blind Men; the Old Man's Home, 
‘Widows’ Asylam, and the Orphan Children’s | 
and $3,000 eash to tne Lutheran Orphans’ Ei 
and the Northern Home for Friendless Children, : 
of that city. 


The term of Senator Henry G. Davis, of W. 
Virginia, does not end until’ Mareh, 3885,.and it 
now intimated that he may resign his seat: at 
close of the present term. The Washington corres 
pondent.of the Wheeling Intelligencer says that. 
has aceumulated great woalth m his various. bush 
viess enterprises; and is perhaps the richest man ig 
West Virginia. 

The Springfield (Mass. ) Republican says th 
after a certain lecture of the Rev. Joseph Cook, 
Consord, Mass., which Mr. Emerson attended, it 
suggested that a conversation should be held af 
iatter’s house—the most hospitable home of 
that can be imagined. ‘‘No,” said Mr, Em 
“the ‘man who has slandered my friend, 

Parker, I shail not invite to enter my house,’ ff 


A prominent citizen of Buffalo was ! 
felled to the earth while returning home aboat 
o’élock on: Friday morning last, after spending 
evening socially with a few friends at the house 
an acquaintance, and whether he was assaulted 
behind, was hit by a siate from s roof, or was 
by lightning, he can't for the life of him tell, Ha 
only Knows that somehow he received a severg 
s¢alp wound and suddenly lost consciousness, 

The Des Moines (Iowa) Register says that 
tide of immigration whieh for the past five or 
years has been steadily flowing through that 
to, Kansas and Nebraska, seems to be sheeking 
and is finding a resting-place in Iowa. Though is 
early for the. Spring immigration to set in in ite fs 
tide, yet every way freight train on the five 
trunk lines of the State are being taxed to the at! 


most capacity. On the Rosk Island Road alone, 


Saturday night, one train’ was ran in seven sect 
aggregating over 100 cars, whieh were laden 
immigrants and their household goods, all mi 

into the counties between Council Bluffs and Ded 
Moines, 


Mr. Carlos Tracy, of Walterboro,'8. C., write 
fing to the Charleston News under date of March 3,,, 
says: *' A ghastly homicide and a bloody row at 
Hampton, a bloody row in Walterboro, ‘and the 
lynehing of a black man above George's, all escur in, 
a few days, and in neighboring counties. ees 
Hf South Carolinas eannot secure to her citizens, 
especially to her colored citizens, the proteetion' 
the law, the end will be that the United States: 
have a law to act under, or, as unmindful of the 1: 
as the [ate mob, will seo that they are protected. 
few more oceurrenees like that near Branshyille in 
sures Gen. Grant's election, and all that that 
and will earry with it.” 


John Brown Smith, of Belchertown! Mass. 
who has-been imprisoned nearly a year for refusti 
to pay his poll-tax, has béen released, his 
paying the tax.and dosts, amounting to $5 62, with 
the proviso ‘that the town shall not.sue hin 


board atthe jail. ‘The Northampton Journal : 


that the arrest was a case of outrageous 

he having been imprisoned ‘nos so muck 

he tefused to pay dover his two-dollar bil te 
Belehertown Collector as because of his radical 
on our social system.” It says, moreover, that 
has been proved that the poll-tax is not ; 
in the same sense as.an ordinary debs it. the sil 
chooses to resist. its. payment, or if he has. 
property with which to satisfy the Tar 


OBITUARY NOTES. . 
Prof. William Theodore Roepper di 
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